Amendments to the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A participant (1) of a communication system, 
comprising: 

having a first communication path (10) and a second communication path 
(20), the communication paths in the communication system having pr e ferably 
with a double-ring topology that is configured to operate op e rat e s in contrary 
directions[[,]]; 

and the participant (1) furth e rmore i nclud e s a first processing unit (11) 
configured to process for proc e ssing information signals, obtained via the first 
communication path (10), and/or for g e n e rating and s e nding to generate and 
send information signals via the first communication path[[,]]; an4 

a second processing unit (2Drf.11 configured to process for processing 
information signals received via the second communication path (20) and/or fef 
g e nerating and s e nding to generate and send information signals via the second 
communication path[[,]]; 

and furthermor e , a first activatable coupling (13, 22) positioned i s locat e d in 
th e participant between the first communication path (10) and the second 
communication path (20), such that upon activation of the first activatable 
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(10) and delivered to the second communication path (20), wherein a location for 
the delivery to the first activatable coupling is positioned in th e part i cipant (1) 
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b e ing l ocat e d downstream in a the signal travel direction of a the processing unit 
(21) of the second communication path (20), 

wherein the processing unit (1 1, 21) checks the information mput signal for its 
presence, and wherein one phase locked loop per communication path is 
provided , wherein said one phase locked loop per communication path is 
configured in th e participant (1) for phase preparation of a the received 
information signal. 

2. (currently amended) The participant in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the pickup of the first activatable coupling is located in th e partic i pant 

downstream in the signal travel direction of a the processing unit (11) of the first 
communication path (10). 

3. (currently amended) The participant in accordance claim 1, 

wherein the first activatable coupling includes a first intermediate connecting 
|ine (13)[[,]] configured to connect for conn e cting the first communication path 
(10) to the second communication path (20), and a first switchover element (22), 
inserted into both the first intermediate connecting line (13) and the second 
communication path (20). 

4. (original) The participant in accordance with claim 3, 

wherein the first switchover element (22) is a multiplexer with two inputs and 
one output, and the inputs are switchable selectively to the output. 
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5. (currently amended) The participant in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein the processing units (11,21) are microprocessor systems for 

protocol processing^,]] preferably for HDLC high-level data link control 
processing. 

6. (currently amended) The participant in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein a second activatable coupling (23, 12) is also located in th e 

partic i pant (1), between the first communication path (10) and the second 
communication path (20), such that upon activation of the second activatable 
coupling, information signals are picked up from the second communication path 
(20) and delivered to the first communication path (10), and 

wherein the a location for delivery to the second activatable coupling is 
located downstream in the signal travel direction of the processing unit (11) of the 
first communication path (10), 

and wherein furthermor e , the pickup of the second activatable coupling is 
expediently located downstream in th e participant in the signal travel direction of 
the processing unit (21) of the second communication path (20). 

i . yui ly ii \ c*\j i i it pai ui/ifjcii i l Hi auoui ucu iuc win i oian 1 1 w, 

wherein the second activatable coupling includes an intermediate connecting 
line (23) for connecting the second communication path (20) to the first 
communication path (10) and a second switchover element (22), inserted into 
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both the intermediate connecting line (23) and th« « * 

9 "ne (^3) and the first communication path (10) 
- - second switchover etemen( ^ h ^ ^ ■ 

,nPU,S " ^ ° U,PUt ' ^ - switchahle t0 the output . 

8. (currently amended) The participant in accordance with claim 1 
******** one receiver per communication path,,,,, 

™v iaatof an optica , receivem 

communication Baths pa* int0 the participant 



^currently amended) The participant in accordance w«h CJmA ^ 

wherein one decouplin 9 unit per communication path,,,,, ^ m „ 
to- a diode wrth a ,ri 9g er circuity is provided in p ~ „ 

;::;; up,in9 ,he w — *- - - — - ^ the ^ 

second communication paths path. 



10- (Previously presented, The participant in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the participant is a seconda^ participant (,-. 1 of the 
— •••liuuiucuiun system. 



11 (P^iously presented) The Dartirin^ i 

) ne particpant in accordance with claim 1, 
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wherein the participant 



system. 



is a central participant (1 Z ) of the 



communication 



12. 



(Previously presented) The participant i 



m accordance with claim 



Preferably ,nto a drive control unit an n 

« - a centre, motor . ^ ^ * - - -tro, 



13. (previously presented) The DanVino„ + ■ 

wh • u ' ^ pamcpant ,n accordance with claim 1 

where,n the input signal of a participant is checked 

of an edge detection i «. ' tS Pr6S6nCe ^ 

9 aetect| on in the participant. 



U h (PreVi0US ' y ~> «*« ^ accordance w itn Cain, , 
— „ if a si3nalisabsentatitsinputapartjcjpant -1. 

current for subsequent participants. 



generates a zero-bit 



- (current, a mend e d) A communicatl , n sys(e 

wherein at Ipact ^ ft . ' v ' 

one of the participants *s-emfeod4ed4*^ * 

^Pom^nsesafirstcomm, ■ , ^***' e44 ^^ 
^^^rnmumca^^^ (10) . 

I2QU ^22Mlic^^ oath, in «, ^fflcation^ath 

^ te§ ^ 2 ^^^^ a first n 

^ii^^-OTsLpj^ce^^^ 
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11) configured to pro cess inf o rmation sig nals, obtained via th* w 
communication path (10), and/or to generate and s*nd N ation aignalB uia tha 
first communication path; a second p r o cessing unit m -^ figured tn nr™»«« 
i nformation signals received via the se cond communio n path (20) and/or w 
leneratinq and sending to generate and send information c iq na | s via thp gArnnH 
comimnication path; a first ac tiyatable rouolina Q3 22) posjtjgned betw^n the 
first communication path (10) and t h e se cond commumca^ path ran such that 
upon activation of the first acti vatah l e cou pling, information ^ na]s are ninkpH M| 
from the first communicat ion path (10) and delivered to the second 
communication path (20), wherein a location for dejjyery to tn. w ^ tMhh|r 
coupling is positioned downstream in a signal travel direction of a process unit 




^-^-^^^ its presencfi and w herejn nha ^ 

locked loop per communic ation path is provide gajd one phase locked 

ig^^giBmuni^^ is confiaureri fnr phaco r ^ nthn nf fl rrn . . < d 

information signal 



16. (original) The communication system in accordance with claim 15, 
wherein the communication system is embodied with double-ring topology, 

\A/lth t\A/rk r^rv-i tmt ini/N^! u t - « 

nm umcation pains (iu, 20), each annularly closed. 



17. (original) The communication system in accordance with claim 16, 
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wherein the information signal travel in the two communication paths is 
effected in contrary directions. 

18. (previously presented) The communication system in accordance with 
claim 15, 

wherein the participants are connected to one another via optical 
waveguides. 

19. (currently amended) The communication system in accordance with claim 

15, 

wherein the communication system is a decentralized control system, having 
a master-slave structure, pr e ferably for controlling and regulating a plurality of 
control motors. 
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